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EDUCATIONAL TRAVEL



    Sample Itinerary
     Geography & Tourism 
 Kia Ora College


	Dates:
               
	September 20-25th

	Level: 

      
	Year 11/12  

	Group:                 
	30 students + 2 teachers
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  Day 2 ~ Mount Maunganui                          Day 3~ Rotorua                  Day 5 ~ Ngarahoe, Tongariro


Overall themes

This tour has a focus upon first-hand experiences of physical and human geography. Apart from a slither of Gondwanaland in the western South Island, most of New Zealand is a relatively young country – both geologically and in  terms of human contact. It was the last of the large land areas to be settled. This, together with the intact whakapapa (family tree) of the Maori since their arrival, has enabled us to understand the physical and human evolution of the landscapes, from the cradle to the present day, more comprehensively than in most other parts of the world. 

The content showcases some of New Zealand’s physical beauty and human heritage. It includes, but not exclusively, themes such as:

· Lithospheric processes – plate tectonics, orogenesis, volcanism and the associated natural hazards 

· Hydrological processes – catchment areas, river systems and associated denudation and deposition
· Coastal processes

· Cultural processes – demography, primary industry and tourism

· Sustainability issues and management

· Adventure based activities – Skiing, luging, swooping, blackwater rafting
Method

Geographical field study inquiry is undertaken through investigation, surveys, observation, analysis and reflection includes the following activities:

· Observing and surveying geological processes 

· Investigating  tourism and urban land use patterns, economics and planning  (Tauranga and Rotorua)

· Vegetation mapping (for coastal, lowland, montane and alpine vegetation) and conservation management

· Identifying hazards (Volcanic, lahar, tsunami, flooding, earthquakes) and management  approaches (Tauranga and Tongariro)

· Hydrological studies of river and lake systems (Tauranga and Rotorua)
The programme methodology follows the learning process based on Kolb’s experiential learning:
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Knowledge
· Physical geography of Tauranga, Rotorua, Tongariro and Waitomo
· Socio-historical development of areas
· Conservation and 
development paradigms








Develop investigative thinking


· Survey geology, catchments, vegetation 
      and biodiversity
· Analyse economic, cultural, social and  

      environmental factors affecting 


      management practice in study areas






Take action

· Tree planting to offset carbon footprint, erosion and polln. contl. 
· Debate sustainability v development 
· Experience adventure tourism activities                                                         

Achievement Standard Learning Outcomes
Students will gain further understanding of the following Geography and Tourism School Certificate themes:

· Theme 1: Managing the natural environment

Focus unit 1: Responding to natural hazards ~ Earthquakes, tsunamis, volcanic eruptions and lahars in the Taupo Volcanic Zone/Tongariro
Focus unit 2: Managing catchments ~ Hydrology and Flood control in Karangahake Gorge and Tauranga 

· Theme 2: Social environments

Focus unit 3: Sustaining communities ~ Rotorua Tourism Product, Waihi post-mining
Focus unit 4: Connecting people and places ~ Cultural tourism in Rotorua,
Gold mining heritage in Waihi, Kiwi fruit in the Bay of Plenty
· Theme 3: Resources and the environment

Focus unit 6: Sustaining biodiversity ~ Conservation management of semi-natural forest and Alpine ecosytems at Tongariro, and lake ecosystems at Rotorua
· Theme 4: The nature of tourism/Tourism as a business
Programme
	Day 1
Theme- Restless NZ: This day takes you on a journey through New Zealand’s volatile natural history, and brings you face-to-face with the hazards facing its largest city. The natural bounties of these cataclysmic events are explored in one of the largest gold fields in the world at Waihi 

	Time
	Location
	Activity


	Afternoon
	Karangahake

Gorge
	Lecture 2 ~ New Zealand’s gold mining heritage and catchment management of the Gorge and Hauraki Plain

	
	Waihi
	Activity 2 ~ Gold Mine tour 

	Evening
	Tauranga
	Arrival at accommodation and dinner

Debrief and activities 


	Day 2

Theme – Water: Today we look at the riches of New Zealand’s agricultural land in the Bay of Plenty, and the catchments and waters that feed the moana.

	Time
	Location
	Activity


	Morning/

Early afternoon
	Tauranga and Mt Maunganui,
Bay of Plenty

	Lecture 3 ~ The physical geography and settlement of Tauranga 
Activity 3 ~ Hydrological survey. Through flow and Stream flow analysis Activity 4~ Cockle survey. Using bio-indicators in measuring deposition
Lecture 4 ~ Managing natural environments: Planning for growth and mitigating against natural hazards

Activity 5 ~ Mapping land use

	Afternoon
	Te Puke,
Bay of Plenty
	Lecture 5 ~ Kiwi Fruit – the economic base for the Bay
Activity 6 ~ Tour of a kiwi fruit orchard

Activity 7 ~ Jet boat the Kaituna River!

	Evening
	Rotorua
	Arrival at accommodation and dinner

Debrief and activities (thermal hot pool)


	
Day 3
Theme – Tourism: Today we explore the phenomena that has brought tourists to Rotorua for over 150 years – geothermal sites, culture, natural beauty and latterly adventure!

	Morning
	Museum (Old Bath House), Rotorua

Te Puia, Rotorua
	Lecture 6 ~ Tourism Development in Rotorua  

Museum Education Officer
History of health, volcanic, cultural and special interest tourism
Activity 8
Worksheets on volcanism and bath houses
Activity 9 ~ Special Interest and Cultural Tourism
Te Puia – tour of part of the Rotorua Caldera and run through interactive displays – highlight and analyse connections between volcanic activity, tourism and local Maori culture.  Run through location characteristics of Te Puia - geography and history of the area utilising culture and geothermal activity, flora and fauna.

	Afternoon
	Skyline Gondolas, Rotorua

Or Agrodome and ventures
	Lecture 7 ~ Adventure tourism  Identify, map and discuss the Rotorua caldera and the lakes of the area.  
Lecture 8 ~ Visitor Attraction Management Skyline Manager or Agrodome and Agroventures  Speaker
 The Development of Skyline or Agrodome/ventures
Activity 9 ~  Adventure activities –  Luge, Shweeb,  Swoop,  Agrojet,  or Freefall Extreme.


	Evening
	Rotorua
	Lecture 8 ~ Environmental Impacts of  Agriculture and Tourism

Activity 10 

Monitoring Lake Rotorua using environmental indicators
Debate on management of the Lakes


Day 4
Theme ~ Central Plateau: Today we explore the ever evolving high country of the North Island and look at biodiversity and how to keep it
	Time:
	Location:
	Activity:

	Morning
	Taupo/ 

Lake Taupo

	Activity 11: Volcanic Activity Centre 

Interactive study of the volcanology of the Taupo Volcanic Zone

	
	Turangi
	Lecture 9 : Vegetation Ecology
Activity  12: Vegetation mapping of a montane rainforest. Transect and quadrat surveys to assess the plant communities, edaphic (soils) and climatic (microclimate, slope, aspect, altitude etc) affects on species physiognomy, diversity and dominance and biomass.

	Afternoon
	Whakapapa,

Tongariro

	Activity 13: Visit Whakapapa Visitor Centre

Understand the volcanic processes of the Tongariro Plateau
Activity 14: Walk to Soda springs.

Vegetation mapping of an Alpine ecosystem.

 Transect and quadrat surveys to assess the plant communities, edaphic (soils) and climatic (microclimate, slope, aspect, altitude etc) affects on species physiognomy, diversity and dominance and biomass.


	Evening
	National Park
	Lecture 10: Volcanic Hazard Management
Guest speaker from GEONET

Evening activities and entertainment


Day 5
SNOW SPORTS

	Time:
	Location:
	Activity:

	All day
	Mt Ruapehu, Whakapapa

(Alpine)
	Activity 15: Snow sports 

Package includes free lesson, ski hire and lift pass

	Evening
	Kiwi Backpacker, Waitomo
	Lecture 11: Geography of NZ’s Karst Landscapes
Activity 16: Quiz & Group activities




Day 6
Theme ~Limestone, conservation and tourism : An introduction to the weird and wonderful over and underground world of New Zealand’s premier karst landscape

	Time:
	Location:
	Activity:

	Morning
	Waitomo
	Activity 17: Blackwater rafting 

Tubing down the underground streams of Waitomo

	
	Maungatautari
	Activity 18: Neutralising carbon foot print 
Planting to off-set tour carbon emitted and increase conservation value of the site

	Afternoon
	Auckland
	Depart for BRISBANE
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Day 2 ~ Jet boating at Te Puke





        Day 5 ~ Fat Air - Boarding at Ruapehu      Day 6 ~ Tubing at Waitomo Caves
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Reflection


Evaluation of learning and implications for personal learning and development


Predicting likely outcomes


Conclusions and recommendations for future management 
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